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Construction of Vermillion’s New Elementary School has Started

by Dr. Damon Alvey, Superintendent

A new elementary school for Vermillion School Dis-
trict! After years of discussion and study, the

new elementary school. A public committee helped
determine that putting dollars into two 67-year-old
buildings would not set the district up for the best E
future, rather; a new building was recommended. ===
This recommendation was taken to the voters in
the form of a $26M bond referendum on October
5, 2021, passing with nearly 75% approval. Con-
struction began in July 2022 with an expected com-
pletion date of July 2024. We look forward to the
educational opportunities this project will provide
our students and staff.

Architectural rendering of the new elementary school’s entrance.

Experiential Learning a Top Priority for Students, Teachers and the School Foundation

Approximately one-half of our
current demographic of kindergar-
ten students have had very few
outdoor learning experiences ac-
cording to Austin Elementary kin-
dergarten teachers. With the help
of the Vermillion Public Schools
Foundation (VPSF) Student Experi-
ential Learning Fund, all kindergar-
teners were able to spend a day of

outdoor learning at the pumpkin
patch last fall. Students and staff
travelled to Mazing Acres Pumpkin
Patch where the staff customized a
program to include various educa-
tional and gross motor stations
including a zipline! The students
rode a flatbed through the patch,
participated in a demonstration
about the planting and harvesting

process and even picked their own
pumpkin. A great outdoor learning
adventure was had by all!

The Student Experiential Learn-
ing Fund is new for VPSF. The fund
works to provide students with
meaningful opportunities to learn
outside the classroom. Other edu-
cational experiences sponsored by
the fund this year include chess
boards for the new Vermillion
Middle School Chess Club and the
High School Art Club’s trip to the
Joslyn Art Museum in Omaha. The
fund also sponsored a trip for sev-
enth grade students to the movie
theater to view the film “Blue Mir-
acle.” Most recently, the fund

- = sponsored two high school stu-

dents and their advisor to attend

@ the National Speech and Debate

Tournament in Louisville, KY.
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Mary Giffin is the First Vermillion Public School Foundation Employee

In October of 2021, the Vermil-
lion Public School Foundation (VPSF)
hired its first employee, part-time
Executive Director, Mary Giffin.

Mary comes to the foundation
with a wealth of business and non-
profit experience. Mary is a graduate
of Morningside University with a
bachelor’'s degree in Accounting,
minor in Business Administration,
and is a Certified Public Accountant
certificate holder. Mary was em-
ployed most recently as a substitute
teacher for the Vermillion School
District (VSD) at all four school build-
ings. Her career has also included
positions as Business Manager, Ac-
counting Manager, Grant Writer/
Grant Administrator, as well as vol-
unteer treasurer for many non-profit
organizations.

The Executive Director is respon-
sible for the day-to-day operations

of the Foundation along with compli-
ance with federal and state regula-
tions for charitable organizations.
Mary explores grant and fundraising
opportunities to continue and create
innovative programs that the VPSF
provides to enrich the learning ex-
periences and increase opportuni-
ties for teacher development and
collaboration. In addition to en-

hancing the relationships the
VPSF has with VSD alumnl

ships the VPSF has with
the Booster Clubs, PTO
and other local organiza-
tions. Mary increases and
establishes new endow-
ments that will allow for
the perpetual support of the
VSD priorities that cannot be
funded by tax dollars.

The funding of this position is
through the Vermillion School Dis-
trict for the first and second year. A
grant from the Clayton & Odessa
Lang Ofstad Foundation, Bank of
America, N.A., Co-Trustee funded

the supplies for the Executive
\\ Director’s office in the Admin-
istration area of the Vermil-
lion High School.

Mary Giffin holds the
x Community Service
Award given to the
VPSF in August of 2022
by the  Associated
School Boards of South
Dakota in recognition of
the VPSF’s efforts
“prioritizing initiatives
that enrich and augment
experiences of local public
school students.”

Vermillion High School’s Rhythm in Red Show Choir have a Once-in-a-Lifetime Trip

Vermillion’s Rhythm in Red show
choir traveled to Orlando March 30-
April 3 for a once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence that included a performance and
attending workshops, in addition to
enjoying Disney theme parks. Fifty-
five students, including singer-dancers,
the show band, and the crew, and ten
adult chaperones made the trip.

Choir Director Trisha Fisher said
that this is a fantastic opportunity for
students to get some experience with
being professional entertainers on a
public stage. The group performed

their 15-minute competition show on
the Waterfall Stage in Disney Springs,
attracting a large audience of tourists
who stopped to listen. They also
attended a workshop with Disney
staff, who taught them how music
works in movies and how to create
sound effects. At the end of the work-
shop, the group had their work set to
scenes from the Disney movie Tan-
gled.

According to Fisher, students gain
several important lessons from this
experience. She said that Disney

treats the students as professional
performers, so students learn what
that entails. Students also learn about
how to be good travelers, including
how to plan their time and budget
their money.

Fisher said that the Rhythm in Red
typically takes a big trip like this every
four years. Each student has a fund-
raising goal, and fundraising events
include the annual mattress sale and
greenery sale as well as working con-
cessions and cleanup at the Dakota
Dome.
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Vermillion’s Rhythm in Red show choir performs at Disney durlng a spring trip to Orlando
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July 2021-July 2022 Donations

In Honor of:
Logan Augustine & Ava Goebel

In Memory of:
Doyle Armstron
Floyd Boschee
Anthony Edelen
Willard Fejfar
Dennis Helseth
Clint Hubert
Shari Johnson
James McCulloch
Wallace Paulson
Bruce Preheim
Sally Stoll Lyman and
Viola Swenson

Donations

Kim Allison

Damon & Linda Alvey

Amazon Smile

American Endowment Foundation

AMS Building Systems, LLC

John Anderson

Kimberley Andres

Anonymous Donors

Sarah Armbrust

Aaron Armstrong

Brenda & Jim Auen

Mary Avinger

Katy Beem

Janet & Don Beeman

Benevity Community Impact

Bergen Lutheran Church

Connie Berry

Mark & Debbie Biel

Blaine's Body Shop

James & Dena Brady

Lindia & Terry Brady

Paul & Ruth Bremer

Brendtro Living Trust

Keith & Gloria Brooks

Peggy Brower

Ellen Brown

Kevin & Cindy Brown

Nancy Brown

Deb & Larry Burnight

Heidi Bushong

Casey's General Store

Kathleen & Dennis Chandler

Denny & Marcy Chaussee

Clark & Deborah Christensen

Anna Christensen & Steve Brown

Antony Clanton

Clay Union Bar Association

Clayton & Odessa Lang Ofstad
Foundation

Caitlin Collier Community Found.

Tom & Sally Graf Charitable Fund

Carla Connors

Carmen Cook

Patricia & C.V. Cook

Thomas & Margaret Cooper

CorTrust Bank

Charles & Janice Dahlman

Idell Dankert

Lynne & David Day

Deb's Sweet Treats

William & Cyndi Dendinger

Daniel Dethlefs

Arlene DeVany

Amanda Dickenson

Kristine Dykstra

Lori Eckrich Cleo & Carl Edeburn

Joe & Mary Edelen

Edith Siegrist Charitable Trust

Jennifer Eli Cathy Ezrailson

Shannon & Matthew Fairholm

Fidelity Charitable-Macy Needy Chil-
dren Fund

First Bank & Trust

Kim Fisher

Vikki Fix & Dean Spader

Brett Fligge

Elizabeth & AJ Franken

Jon & Andrea Frey

Mary Gemar

Mary & Todd Giffin

Lisa Goebel

Thomas & Sally Graf

Michael Granaas & Clarice Wagner

Marlene Gratzfeld

Patrick & Donna Gross

Kurt & Susan Hackemer

Sharon & Dan Hanson

Susie & Tim Hanson

Linda Heckenlively

Ronald & Deborah Hesla

Sandra & Leroy Hoerner

Janet Hoff

Harold & June Holoch

Joan Holter

Shirley & Bill Huber

Gregory & Susan Huckabee

HyVee, Inc. & Starbucks

Lori & Mark Jerred

Jesse Johnston

Beverly Kennedy

Lisa Ketcham

Cindy Knudsen

Knutson Family Dentistry

Andrew Kost

Curt & Junella Kost

Deborah & David Krell

Constance Krueger & Joe Kavanaugh

Tracey Lane

Marshall & Angeline Lavin

Thomas & Sandy Lavin

Alvin & Han Leber

Thomas Lee

Cindy & David Lias

Linda Kogel

Chuck Lubbers & Brenda Fergen

Maloney Real Estate

Trevor & Robin Mandernach

Anne & Dan Manning

Dan & Carrie Mart

James E. McCulloch Law Office

Scott McGregor

Trina Merideth

Carson & Courtney Merkwan

Nick Merrigan

Karen & Azad Mesrobian

Daniel & Kathleen Mourlam

Ted & Karen Muenster

Curt Nelson

Richard & Ruby Nelson

Mary Nesmith

Thomas Nessman

Wendy & Wade Nilson

Shane & Todd Nordyke

Megan & Ray O'Connor

Odessa Ofstad

Roxane & Warren Olson

Luann Ouellette

Barbara Paulson

PayPal Giving Fund

PEO Sisterhood Chapter E

Jim & Bergen Peterson

Chris Pieters

William Pratt

Paul & Jessica Preister

John & Karen Prescott

Shelby & Jacob Quail

Mary Reuvers

Ribs, Rods, Rock'n Roll, Inc.

Gabby Richard

Linda & James Richardson

Ray & Mary Ring

Jeanne Roberts

Curt & Carolyn Robinson

Michael & Laura Roche

Chuck Roegiers

Lana & Art Rusch

Marjorie & Daryl Sanborn

Patricia & Tim Schwasinger

Gretchen Scoblic

SD Community Foundation

SD Nurses Foundation

Judith Sebesta

Ann Settles

Thomas Simmons

Sioux Falls Area Community Found.

Teresa Smith

Ida Marie Snorteland

Jennifer Stangeland

Julie Stevens

Annabelle & James Stewart

Jessica Stillman

Andrew & Shelley Sykes

The Shepherd Roegiers

The Wellmark Foundation

Jeff Thurn

Berniece Ticknor

Susan & Douglas Tuve

Jane & Randy Uhl

Joanne & Mel Ustad

Vermillion Area Chamber & Devel-
opment Company

Vermillion Athletic Booster Club

Vermillion Civic Council

Vermillion Community Foundation

Vermillion Parent and Teacher Org.

Vermillion Rotary Club

VGS, Inc.

Carol Voss-Ward & Steve Ward

Jennifer Wilkinson

Mark Winegar

Sarah & Alan Wittmuss

Elizabeth Wood

Katharina Wymar

Jodi & Jeff Zeller

James & Mary Ann Zimmerman
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Vermillion High School Graduates and Dual-Credit Students Receive Scholarships

In addition to the nine 2022 Vermillion High School graduates to receive Senior Scholarships, the VPSF has
started a new program for VHS Dual Credit Students. Taking Dual-Credit courses allows qualified high school
students to experience a variety of college courses at one-third the cost while gaining college credits. For
some students, even this reduced
rate can be cost prohibitive. With
the new needs-based Dual-Credit
Scholarship, the VPSF started sup-
porting dual credit courses being
taught in our high school this past
spring. Starting in the fall, we are
expanding that program to include
online courses taught in the state.
"= An unrestricted donation from the
&=+ Clayton & Odessa Lang Ofstad Foun-
dation, Bank of America, N.A., Co-
rustee provided the initial funding,
" allowing our students opportunities
to further their education and re-
duce the cost of college education.
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Nine of the VHS Senior Scholarship recipients proudly wearing clothing representing
the next school in their academic pursuits.




