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Supporting Opportunities to Learn

New Technical Education Scholarship Honors the life of VHS Graduate Doug Mart

Vermillion Public Schools Foundation is excited to part-
ner with the family of Doug Mart in the creation of an en-
dowed memorial scholarship. Doug Mart was a lifelong resi-
dent of Vermillion and owner of Mart Marine. He loved boat-
ing and the outdoors from a young age. He shared his love of
the Missouri River with countless friends, family and custom-
ers. He enjoyed fishing, relaxing on sandbars, pulling tubes
filled with kids behind the boat, and teaching others how to
operate or fix a boat. After a courageous three-year battle with
cancer, Doug passed away on February 24, 2024.

“Doug was a proud graduate of Vermillion High School
and a big supporter of young people going into technical
fields,” said Doug’s wife Sara Mart.

He loved the idea of supporting VHS grads with plans to
pursue technical education, so this scholarship was the perfect
fit for Doug’s memorial money,” stated Sara. “Doug was so
modest; he didn’t think there would be much memorial mon-
ey.” Instead, generous donations came from near and far to
honor him.

Thanks to generous donors, we raised $200,000 for
the new accessible playground at Vermillion Elemen-
tary School where all students are included in out-
door play! Special thank you to Clayton & Odessa
Lang Ofstad Foundation and Bank of America, N.A.,
Co-Trustee, for donating the inclusive playground
surface. VPSF continues to raise funds for additional
accessible playground equipment.

His family kindly followed his wishes for memo-
rial funds to be used in partnership with VPSF to form
an endowed scholarship to be awarded to students
pursuing technical degree programs after high school.
The goal of an endowed scholarship is to support the
scholarship in perpetuity. A fund is created with the
principal amount remaining intact while the interest
generated provides funding for the scholarship into
the future. “We have raised over $18,000 and we are
under $7,000 away from having the funds to award
this $1,000 scholarship to a VHS graduating senior
forevermore with the interest earned from the endow-
ment” stated Sara.

The first Doug Mart Technical Education Schol-
arship was awarded in May 2024 to Tayden Wells. “I
am just so pleased to know that future members of the
Mart family (Doug’s great nieces & nephews) will see
classmates awarded scholarships in memory of their
Uncle Doug for years and years to come!” Sara said.

Visit us: vermillionpsf.org
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Joan Holter Gift Supports Teachers

Joan Holter’s gift of $15,000 provided $250 for each staff
member at the new Vermillion Elementary School. The gift was
designed to aid Vermillion Elementary teachers in furnishing their
new classrooms with the goal of creating a good learning space
for them and their students.

All School Reunion Welcomes VHS Grads

Alumni ranging from the Class of 1948 to 2022 attended the
Vermillion All School Reunion in June. It was a time to recon-
nect with old friends, reminisce about the good times, and create
new memories. There was a social on Friday evening at the XIX
Brewery with the release of a Tanager beer for the occasion. On
Saturday, high school tours were given and from 6-9 pm a dinner
and social with live music at the high school commons was held.
Sunday morning the reunion concluded with a brunch at Cee Cees
in downtown Vermillion. A little over $3,200 was raised and will
be put towards a new VPSF fundraiser, outdoor learning spaces.

Reunion attendees sign the “decade” posters and
review class memorabilia during the Saturday dinner.

Vikki Fix Endows Professional Development Fund for Vermillion Teachers

“We want teachers to be continually improving the ways they
teach. However, they usually bear the cost of this growth, e.g.,
paying the travel costs to go to a conference, working extra hours
without extra pay to make changes. This fund will pay these costs
and encourage teachers
to continue to learn and
develop their skills,”
said Vikki Fix, a former
Vermillion teacher.

After 5 years of do-
nating $10,000 a year to
The Teacher’s Profes-
sional Development
Fund, Vikki Fix, working
with the VPSF, made a
$250,000 donation for an
endowment fund that
will provide $10,000 per
year in perpetuity. Vikki
taught math and comput-
er classes at Vermillion
High School from 1996
to 2003. Her endowment

will ensure teachers will be able to attend profes-
sional development conferences and activities that
enhance their knowledge and enrich the class-
room.

We Say Thank You to All of Donors from July 2023 to June 2024—You ARE Our Foundation!

Patricia & C.V. Cook

In Honor of: In Memory of: Donations: ;

Melissa & Wayne Berninger Christopher Bartling-Class of Amy & Mark Christensen Anne Cosgnff

Lenni Billberg 1994 Clay County Emergency Eﬂarkgglf”e Daglh}?ﬁf

Gayle Bliss Roger Boughton-Class of 1959 Medical Services Assoc. Cr?na; e Jealj\neD ahl In

Willard Fejfar Dixie Campbell Clay Union Electric Corp. if es " af}ICT a dmar']

Judith Sebesta's Elementary Anthony Edelen-Class of 1996 Clayton & Odessa Lang Of- Dakota Hospita FOUH. ation
School Teachers Robert J Fullencamp stad Foundation James & Barbara Danielson

Jack L Noble Jeffry Fuller - Class of 1980 Judy Clemens Andrea Darr

Layne & Carmen Stewart Doug Mart - Class of 1981 Coffee Cup Fuel Stop LY“O Dassow

VHS Class of 1984 Jason Nelsen Carmen Cook Vicki Dehner

Continued on Page 3
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Donations Continued

William & Cyndi Dendinger

Deanna & James M Denekas

LuAnn (Sorensen) Denke

Arlene DeVany

Kitty Bartels Di Martino

Robert Dykstra

Joe & Mary Edelen

Edith Siegrist Charitable
Trust

Joan & Michael Emarine

Charles & Cynthia Estee

Julie Fallan

Fidelity Charitable - Macy
Needy Children Fund

Van Fishback

Kim Fisher

Trisha & Andrew Fisher

Vikki Fix

FOE Sunshine Auxiliary

Michelle & Kolly Fostvedt

Elizabeth & AJ Franken

Tammy & Richard Freeland

Joni Freidel

Robert & Karon Fuller

Beth Furnish

Marjorie & Stanley Garrison

Alexa Gauer

Mary & Todd Giffin

Penni & Brent Gilbert

Milo & Sarah Gilbertson

Robert Gilkyson

Laurie & Gary Girard

Lisa Goebel

John & Patricia Gors

Thomas & Sally Graf

Susan & Keith Gray

Patrick & Donna Gross

Kurt & Susan Hackemer

Kimberly & James Haiar

Jessi Hanson & Kevin Brady

Jody Hatch

Kim Helvie

David & Kelly Herbster

Ronald & Deborah Hesla

Jill & Alan Hieb

Shari Hofer

Edith Hoff

Janet Hoff

David & Deedra Holdhusen

Harold & June Holoch

Joan Holter

Shirley & Marvin W. Huber

Jeanette & Joe Hubert

Patricia & Donald Hubert

Hubert Real Estate, LLC

Gregory & Susan Huckabee

Rhonda & David Hulkonen

Alison Hunter

Monica Iverson

J & M Property Mgmt

Sarah Jennings

Marlys & Ernest Jensen

Jill's Hair Co.

Jimmy Johns Sub Shop

Ryan & Catherine Johnson

Wendy & Andrew Johnson

Chopper Johnson Found.

John & Becca Jordre

Beth & Tom Kaltsulas

Joe Kavanaugh & Constance
Krueger

Beverly Kennedy

Lisa Ketcham

Mark & Cindy Knudsen

Alisa Knutson

Denise & Tom Knutson

Knutson Family Dentistry

Linda Kogel

Barbara Krawczyk

Arvid & Sandra Krueger

Jane Kugler

Bill & Jane Larson

Nathan & Tanya Larson

Tim & Marie Larson

Wade Larson

Alvin & Kyong Leber

Leisure Lawn Care

Ruth Lemire

Lynette & Roger Lentz

Barbara & Carl Lerner

Clark & Patti Lewison

Cindy & David Lias

Louie's Cleaning and Disas-
ter Restoration

Love of Learning Tutoring

Brenda Fergen & Chuck
Lubbers

Buffie Main

Dennis Manning

Micheal & Linda Manning

Sara Mart

Brenda & Dennis Martens

Brent Matter

Ofelia May

Barbara & Kim McCraken

Stephanie McDonald

Scott McGregor

Carson & Courtney Merk-
wan

Janet & Greg Merrigan

Michael Merrigan

Nick Merrigan

Karen & Azad Mesrobian

Matthew & Karen Michels

Midwest Ready Mix &
Equipment, Inc.

Katie & Karl Mockler

Anna Moore

Cory Moore

Moore Welding & Mfg

Thomas & Betsy Morse
Daniel & Kathleen Mourlam
Robert Mroski

Denise Munro

Connie & Dennis Nelsen
Curt Nelson

Nancy & Thomas Nelson
Richard & Ruby Nelson
Nelson Baker Biotech
Meaghan Neuberger
Wendy & Wade Nilson
Sueann Kenney-Noziska
Lea Noonan

Lois Nygaard

Maureen Oechslin
Michael Oehrtman

Old Lumber Company, Inc
Alan and Sheri Ouellette
Larry Ouellette

THANK

YOU

for your support!

Luann Quellette

Dusty & Cinda Passick

Jill Paulson

Janet & Gerry Petersen

Jim & Bergen Peterson

Georgia Powell

Jerry & Pat Pratt

Paul & Jessica Preister

John & Karen Prescott

Tricia & Roger Protzman

Leslie Pusey

Manetta Pusey

Shelby & Jacob Quail

Thomas Reaves

Resilient Church

Ribs, Rods, Rock'n Roll, Inc

Linda & James Richardson

Bill & Barb Rickord

Curtis Robinson

Michael & Laura Roche

Max & Paddy Rosdail

Susan Ruedebusch

Lana & Arthur Rusch

Susan Russo

Sage Project Consultants

Marjorie & Daryl Sanborn

Margaret & Leon Schlisner

Julie Schoning

Timothy Schorn & limira
Dulyanova

Angela & Dr William Schultz

Andrew & Brianna Schulz

Patricia & Tim Schwasinger

Judith Sebesta

Susan Seipp

Ann Settles

Beth & Ben Shive

Margaret Shurr

Darren Simpson

David & Linda Smith

Jolley Elementary Social Com-

mittee

Amy & Daniel Sorensen

Bonnie Sorensen & Mark Winegar

Kasey & Matthew Sorensen

Lloyd & Helen Sorensen

Stanley & Nancy Speer

Lynette Spencer

James Stedronsky

Corrine Steele

Edmond Stephens

Annabelle & James Stewart

Judy Sullivan

Cliff & Tangi Summers

Bob & Lori Sutton

Paula & Bill J Tacke

Tara Taggart

Wayne Thedorff

Theta Omega Chapter ESA

Stephanie Thomas Trust

Berniece Ticknor

Lisa & Mike Tokach

Alexis & Gerald Tracy

Susan & Douglas Tuve

Lynda & David Uher

Jane & Randy Uhl

USD Advanced Organizational

Comm students

Joanne & Mel Ustad

Dan & Jennifer Van Peursem

Lisa & Daniel Ven Osdel

Vermillion Area Community
Foundation

Vermillion Athletic Booster Club

Vermillion Lions Club

Vermillion Medical Clinic

Vermillion Rotary Club

Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post
3061

Mark Walter

Carol Voss-Ward & Stephen Ward

Martha Watterson

The Wellmark Foundation

Lori Whitman

Mark Wilkinson

Jing/Bruce/Leo/Owen Williams

Sarah & Alan Wittmuss

Brian Wood

Elizabeth & Bob Wood

Katharina Wymar

Joyce & David Zimmer

Judith & John E. Dudley Zwolak
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Vermillion Public Schools Foundation Brings Heavy Equipment Simulators to Local Students

The Vermillion Public Schools Foundation assisted in providing state-of-the-art heavy equipment simulators to the
Vermillion School District, offering students hands-on experience with machinery used in construction, agriculture,
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A Vermillion High School CTE student practices skid steer operations and
tests their abilities against programmed training activities.

warehousing, distribution, and other industries.
This innovative addition allows students to
practice operating a forklift and skid steer
loader in a safe, controlled environment.

The simulators are part of the district’s ca-
reer and technical education (CTE) programs,
helping students develop valuable skills for
high-demand fields. By gaining experience on
these machines, students can earn certifica-
tions and prepare for apprenticeships or entry-
level positions after graduation.

This partnership with the Vermillion Pub-
lic Schools Foundation is a key step in bridg-
ing the gap between education and workforce
readiness, providing students with the tools
they need to succeed in their future careers.

For more information, please visit:
https://vermillionpsf.org/
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